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Our reputation 
speaks for itself.

A powerful global 
network of 14,000 
alumni14k

Established in 1845, 
the first agricultural 
institution in the 
English-speaking 
world

1845

90%

High graduate 
employability

Industry 
links

Our graduates 
have careers with 
prestigious global 
companies 

4th safest university in 
England and Wales

4th
safest
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Scenic

Award-winning 
enterprise 
programme 
providing tailored 
support at all levels 
of business start-up

9
student

businesses 
launched 
2015/16

TOP English 
university for 
carbon reduction  
in relation to 
income

1st 
for carbon 
reduction

Top 10 in the UK 
for facilities spend 
according to The 
Times and The 
Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2017 

A picturesque campus nestled in 25 
acres of beautiful Cotswold countryside

Experts
Staff who are 
experts in their 
fields and visiting 
speakers who 
are captains of 
industry

Winner of the 
sustainability 
category at 

The Guardian University 
Awards 2016Proactive 

Student 
Union
Our Student Union has a 
packed schedule of activities 
and fundraising initiatives

1st
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Welcome to the Royal Agricultural University
We have been at the forefront of land-based education 

and learning for over 150 years. We continue to think that 

the efficient, sympathetic, and sustainable use of the land 

is civilisation’s major responsibility as the world faces the 

challenge of producing enough food and living space while 

maintaining a natural environment that supports us and the 

other species with which we share the planet. 

At the RAU we pride ourselves on our links with industry 

and all our courses are designed to meet the demands of 

the employment market for land-based expertise, both in 

the UK and worldwide. 

Our graduates have among the highest employment rates 

in the country. Leadership and entrepreneurship feature 

strongly at the RAU with former students, some of whom 

are featured in this prospectus, going on to perform at the 

highest levels across a broad range of careers. 

The opportunities that flow from our courses are numerous 

and stimulating and the reach and influence of the RAU 

alumni network is extraordinary.  

To get a sense of the RAU community on our picturesque 

campus in the heart of the Cotswolds please come to one of 

our postgraduate open days.    

I very much hope that you choose to join us – I look forward 

to welcoming you to Cirencester.

Professor Joanna Price 
Vice-Chancellor
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Open
 days Make sure you  

book your place at 
www.rau.ac.uk/opendays

Dates for your diary

Saturday 3 June 2017

Tuesday 4 July 2017

Saturday 9 September 2017

Meet the lecturers

Discuss the course

Meet current students

Explore the campus and 
accommodation

Find out more about fees,  
scholarships, and bursaries
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“The University has an important 
role to play in providing courses 
of the highest standard, open to 
students from all over the world.”

For a full list of  
members of staff  
and governors,  

please visit  
www.rau.ac.uk

Vice-Chancellor 

Professor Joanna Price, 

BSc, BVSc (Bristol), PhD 

(Sheff)

Chair of Governors  

Nick Stace, BA (Hons)

Vice Presidents 

The Earl Bathurst, MRAC

Mr Simon Pott, FRICS, 

FRAgS, FInstCPD, FRAU

Patron 

HM The Queen

President 

HRH The Prince of Wales

University President,  
HRH The Prince of Wales
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The University offers fantastic career and employment 

opportunities, and reassuringly high graduate employability 

rates. Of our most recent graduates, 90% have entered 

employment or further study within six months. This can be 

attributed, in part, to the strong industry links maintained 

by the RAU.  

Our students benefit from lectures delivered by leading 

professionals, and continued opportunities for work and 

study placements. This ensures that our students receive 

up-to-date knowledge whilst making valuable contacts with 

industry employers. 

An extra advantage for our graduates is the support of our 

alumni. A powerful network of over 14,000 former students 

positioned across the globe, with members living in Africa, 

South America, Australia, and the United States, they are 

always keen to help graduates achieve career success.

Employability
90% of postgraduates are in 
employment or further education 
within six months of graduating. 
Our graduates are regularly 
recruited by some of the world’s 
leading organisations.
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Careers

A comprehensive careers advice service ensures that 

a consistently high number of RAU graduates go on to 

enjoy success in their specialist area of study, and make 

a significant contribution to a wide range of professions 

internationally. The careers service includes:

• Access to a wide range of resources about occupations, 

employment, and study opportunities

• One-to-one guidance from a professionally trained 

careers adviser

• Access to a wide range of job vacancies on the 

University’s job portal

• An email careers service offering advice on specific 

queries and a CV checking service

• Skills training sessions focusing on CV writing and 

interview skills

• Annual careers fairs open to all students

Farm491

Farm491 is the innovative new agri-tech business 

incubator, offered by the Royal Agricultural University.  

It provides state-of-the-art facilities to support agri-tech 

businesses and promote technology and innovation  

within the sector. 

Farm491 enables agri-tech innovators to grow their  

business in a vibrant working environment, with access  

to expert advisers.  

The Farm491 project was allocated £2.9million of 

funding from the Gloucestershire Growth Deal. In 2016, 

we temporarily launched our Trent Lodge Enterprise 

Centre, which provides an affordable and flexible working 

environment for new and existing businesses.  

We will soon begin work on our new Growth Hub for  

local businesses and Farm491 members, due for 

completion in 2018.

Agri-tech companies will also have access to practical 

workshop facilities, where they can research, create,  

and test their products. Due for completion in April 2017, 

the exclusive development of five cutting-edge workshops is 

being built at our Rural Innovation Centre at Harnhill Manor 

Farm.

Farm491 membership is free to any full fee paying RAU 

student wishing to start an agri-tech business. 

Rural Innovation Centre

The RAU’s Rural Innovation Centre at our Harnhill Manor 

Farm provides an on-farm resource, including classrooms, 

offices, a demonstration area, laboratory facilities, 

community space, and meeting rooms. It also offers Lantra-

approved rural skills training courses.

 

Find  
out more

www.rau.ac.uk/
ruralskills 

Find  
out more

visit www.rau.
ac.uk/ 

careers

Find  
out more

www.farm491 
.com 
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Q. How could the RAU benefit your career prospects?  
A. Here’s a snapshot from a group of RAU graduates. 

FIND OUT HOW THE RAU CAN BOOST YOUR CAREER

NAME: Kirsty Roberts

COURSE: MScR Equine Science

CAREER: PhD student

I cannot recommend the RAU highly enough 
for those wishing to pursue a career within 

the research or equine industries.”
Following my undergraduate degree in 

equine science, I decided to pursue a 

Master of Science by Research at the 

Royal Agricultural University. The RAU 

encouraged me to explore research 

ideas within my chosen area of study; 

equine stereotypy and neurology.

During my research degree, 

the underlying neural dopamine 

pathways which may contribute to 

equine stereotypy performance were 

explored. Thanks to the support and 

encouragement received from my 

supervisors, this work has since 

been published and presented at the 

Behaviour Conference.

Following completion of my MScR, 

I opted to progress this research as 

part of a PhD project. The University’s 

links with other leading institutions, 

such as the University of Cambridge, 

proved invaluable. I have an excellent 

relationship with my supervisors. They 

are extremely supportive and provide 

guidance whilst also encouraging me 

to put forward my ideas.

I cannot recommend the RAU highly 

enough for those wishing to pursue a 

career within the research or equine 

industries.

NAME: Charles Malet

COURSE: MBA Business 

Management in the Food 

Industries

CAREER: Founder of Force 

Brewery

As the MBA developed, so too did my inspiration and 
I was able to refine my decision to start a brewery.”

I first felt I would benefit from an MBA 

when I decided to leave the British 

Army and start my own business. I 

was delighted to find that the Royal 

Agricultural University ran the MBA 

Business Management in the Food 

Industries course, which specialised 

in food and agriculture. Having grown 

up in Gloucestershire, being based in 

Cirencester was also attractive. 

The course, the University, the 

lecturers, and my fellow postgraduate 

students, all contributed to the 

variety of the learning experience. 

The relationships between each 

course discipline were dealt with in 

a clear fashion, and regular visits 

and real-time projects helped with 

my overall understanding of the 

complex machinations of the business 

environment, especially in a rural 

setting.

As the MBA developed, so too did my 

inspiration and I was able to refine 

my decision to start a brewery with 

much of what I had learned on the 

course. My particular course looked 

at plenty of examples of successful 

artisanal producers and it gave me the 

confidence to put my plans into action. 

Although I am moving into an industry 

with an ancient history, I feel sure that 

I look at it through fresh eyes as a 

result of the perspective given to me 

by my time at the Royal Agricultural 

University. I must have enjoyed the 

course, the brewery is in Cirencester!
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NAME: Percy Mabvuto Ngwira

COURSE: MSc International 

Rural Development  

(now MSc Sustainable 

Agriculture and Food Security)

CAREER: First Secretary for 

tourism in Zambia

NAME: Charlie Adkin

COURSE: MSc Rural Estate 

Management

CAREER: Chartered Surveyor

As the world becomes more interconnected, 
a solid understanding of international 

development is vital.”

The MSc undoubtedly broadened my horizons 
and prepared me well for my future career.”

As a citizen of a developing country, 

my goal has always been to make 

a developmental difference in my 

country, and Africa at large. My 

studies at the RAU made me realise 

that, as the world becomes more 

interconnected, a solid understanding 

of international development is vital. 

The course increased my interest in 

development as it relates to tourism, 

and helped me understand the way 

rural communities view perceived 

positives and potential threats of 

international visitors. It allowed me 

to explore sustainability from a range 

of perspectives, and showed me 

that rural communities with tourist 

attractions need to be part of the 

development process. 

I found the course very interesting, 

especially the three months research 

training at the University of Botswana 

which proved to be an important tool 

for my career progression. The course 

met my needs as someone who 

already works in rural development 

wishing to further their career 

prospects, but I feel it would also 

benefit someone seeking a career 

change.  

I have no doubt that other graduates 

will secure positions within 

international organisations and other 

reputable firms just like I did.

Growing up in a rural area, I soon 

realised that I wanted an agriculturally 

oriented career. After reading 

geography at Exeter University, the 

MSc in Rural Estate Management at 

the Royal Agricultural University stood 

out by a country mile. It is intensive but 

also great fun and has the advantage 

of being vocational, embedding 

specialist skills and knowledge 

relevant to my future working life in 

professional practice as a Land Agent; 

its automatic RICS accreditation is a 

huge bonus.

The MSc undoubtedly broadened my 

horizons, preparing me well for my 

career, and is seen by employers as an 

ideal training ground.

I have passed my APC examinations, 

becoming a Chartered Surveyor, and 

have worked in estate management in 

Shropshire, and professional private 

client work in the South West.

I have many happy memories of 

my time in Cirencester: excellent 

lecturers, coursework, social life, my 

fellow students – many of whom will 

be lifelong friends – and I have no 

hesitation in recommending the MSc in 

Rural Estate Management to others.
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With a strong entrepreneurial focus, we are committed to 

enhancing the real-life business experiences available to 

our students. 

From student societies to organised workshops and awards, 

the RAU provides students with the opportunity to develop 

their business ideas and receive tailored support. Budding 

entrepreneurs can benefit from the bountiful knowledge and 

experience of their lecturers, and the strong industry links 

the University has carefully cultivated over the years.

The Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 
Programme

As part of our commitment to enterprise, we have created 

our award-winning Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 

Programme which provides a robust and supportive 

programme for all students – from the embryo of an  

idea through to the launch of a fully tried and tested 

business, and beyond. The support we provide takes  

place at four levels: 

• Think it for those just starting out 

• Try it proof of concept, gaining market research and 

starting to formulate their business model

• Launch it take action and get ready to start trading 

• Grow it for those developing their new business

Student Entrepreneurs in Residence

Our Student Entrepreneurs in Residence are current 

students at the RAU who are all running successful 

businesses alongside their studies. They provide peer 

mentoring for those students just starting out on their own 

entrepreneurial journey. 

Workshops

Tailored to each level of the start-up journey, these 

informative workshops are designed to provide students 

with the practical information they need to start their 

business.  

Competitions

We run a number of business competitions which 

encourage our budding entrepreneurs. Our ‘Think it’ 

challenge allows students to submit a two minute filmed 

business pitch. However, for those with more established 

business ideas, we hold our annual Dragons’ Den style 

Grand Idea business plan competition. Students pitch to 

an expert judging panel in the hope of winning £1,000 

to invest into their business, as well as business support 

prizes.  

Enterprise

Find  
out more 

www.rau.ac.uk/ 
enterprise

RAU Grand Idea ‘Grow it’ winner 2016, Lewis Steer
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Enterprise Society 

Our student Enterprise Society provides the social side 

to the Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Programme. The 

society meet regularly to discuss ideas, plan events, and 

organise trips to entrepreneurial businesses. 

Mentoring

Our mentoring programme has been established for 

a number of years and all of our external mentors 

receive training and advice from the enterprise and 

entrepreneurship team. Students find it extremely useful in 

helping them develop their business idea.

First Steps Fund

Our First Steps Fund provides students, staff, and recent 

alumni with proof of concept funding of up to £250 to help 

them test and try their business idea. 

Next Steps Fund

The Next Steps Fund provides students with the opportunity 

to apply for up to £1,000 of funding to help them overcome 

a barrier faced by their business. 

Ask the expert

We invite professionals and industry experts to meet with 

our students on a one-to-one basis to discuss starting their 

own business.   

Business incubation

Trent Lodge Enterprise Centre offers desk and meeting 

space for students running their own business alongside 

their degree. The space provides a professional environment 

from which to run a business, and to interact with, and 

become a part of, our start-up community.

The Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Programme has provided me with 
incredible, tailored support. I have been engaged in meetings with IP 
attorneys, product designers, funding experts, and branding and retail 

experts, and been informed of useful conferences and webinars. It has given me 
the confidence and the platform to turn what was just an idea into a business.”          
Jennifer Winnett, Grand Idea winner 2016 and founder of Find My Saddle 

Nine  
businesses  
launched 
in 2015/16

91 business
ideas for the 
Grand Idea 
competition  
since 2008

79  
start-up  

enquiries  
received

Runner-up 
in the 

Entrepreneurship 
category at The 

Guardian University 
Awards 2016

Finalist  
Duke of York Award 

for University 
Entrepreneurship 

at the Lloyds Bank 
National Business 

Awards 2016

Winner of the 
Enterprise and 
Employability 

category at the 
Green Gown 
Awards 2016

Crowned  
Business Innovation 

of the Year at the 
Cirencester  

Business Awards 
2016

RAU Grand Idea winner 2016, Jennifer Winnett
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Resources
As well as a dedicated postgraduate 
centre, well-stocked library, and IT 
facilities, students have access to a 
range of farming systems through the 
RAU farms and Rural Innovation Centre; 
affording you a real-world, real-time 
experience of the land-based sector.
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Postgraduate centre
The postgraduate centre provides a dedicated space for 

Masters students and those conducting PhD research. 

The centre includes a project room, social space, a lecture 

room, and office space for research students.

IT facilities  
Here at the RAU, we know IT is an integral part of our 

students’ lives, both for learning and research, and also for 

relaxing and communicating with family and friends. 

All of our students are able to bring their own laptops, tablets, 

and smartphones and use our network for academic purposes 

and for personal internet access. Free copies of Microsoft 

Office 365 are available for downloading onto these devices.

We have four computer rooms, one open 24 hours a day, 

while Wi-Fi access is available across the whole campus 

(including all accommodation blocks), so our students 

have access to a high speed internet connection from any 

computer, anywhere on campus. 

With over 140 Windows PCs available, all with Microsoft Office 

365, Genstat, SPSS, Read and Write 9, and Mindgenius (to 

name but a few applications), there are plenty to go around. 

We also provide a wide range of specialised software, 

including geographical information systems and agricultural 

management packages. 

All lecture presentations and other teaching resources are 

available on Gateway, our virtual learning environment, which 

students can access from anywhere in the world, at any time 

of the day or night.

Our students have their own printing accounts, with black 

and white and colour printers available in the library and the 

computer rooms, to which they can also print from their own 

devices.

Library 

The RAU library is the central information resource for 

students on all courses. You will find a wealth of knowledge, 

either in print or online, plus a dedicated team of library 

staff ready to help you with your research needs. 

Our services

• One-stop search (Find it @ RAU)

• Self-issue / renew / return

• Cashless payments

• Inter-library loans

• Online library help

• Inductions, workshops, and one-to-one advice

• Access to other HE Libraries

Our collections

• 24 / 7/ 365 access to 1,000s of e-books and e-journals

• 100s of print journals and newspapers

• Market research databases

• University archive and special collections

Our facilities

• Colour printing

• Quiet study spaces

• Collaborative learning area

• Full Wi-Fi coverage
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Our  
farms 
Incorporating a range of different farming 
systems, our farms demonstrate a mix of 
enterprises run on a commercial basis.
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University farms

The University farms are based at two locations in close 

proximity to the University campus. Coates Manor Farm 

and Harnhill Manor Farm total 491 hectares in size, and 

offer different farming systems. There is also an equine 

enterprise providing a stabling and livery facility at Fossehill 

Farm, and a 2.6 hectare vineyard producing white wine to 

be bottled and marketed commercially.

All of the enterprises are run on a commercial basis, and 

our students benefit through access to their physical and 

financial data. In addition, University students and staff have 

access to dairy facilities at Kemble Farms Ltd and Leaze 

Farm.

The mix of enterprises across our farms consist of cattle, 

sheep, outdoor organic pigs, horses, and conventional 

and organic arable. These farms provide a field laboratory 

for students and staff, and are used for farm classes, 

demonstrations, and projects.

The farms are also a focus for research. Several projects 

are currently being undertaken under the topic of reduced 

cultivation and improvements in soil organic matter and 

fertility by growing a number of alternative crop species. 

Field and plot trials are undertaken on the farms by 

commercial companies on an on-going basis.

The University farms are managed under the Higher Level 

Stewardship Scheme and are committed to enhancing 

the environmental value of their holdings. Research and 

demonstration projects, often involving outside funding and 

other external organisations, are a continual part of the 

University farms’ business and educational programme.

Find out 
more

www.rau.ac.uk/
farms

491 hectares of 
mixed farming 

systems

Fossehill Farm
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Sustainability
From our teaching and research initiatives to our 
environmentally driven campus, sustainability is 
in our DNA. We work hard to reduce our impact 
on the planet and to find new ways to secure our 
world and the future of its growing population. 
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Keeping the country green

Winner of the 
Sustainability 
category at 

The Guardian 
University 

Awards 2016

Find  
out more  

www.rau.ac.uk/
sustainability

Green Gown  
Awards  

winner 2016

At the RAU we don’t just teach about, and research, the 

principles of sustainability, we follow them too. 

The Royal Agricultural University has an award-winning 

sustainability programme, which gives all students the 

opportunity to learn about sustainable development and be 

part of a low-impact campus.

In 2016, the RAU was ranked the top university in the 

country for reducing carbon emissions in relation to 

income since 2008, for the second year running, and 

16th of 150 universities in the UK for environmental and 

ethical performance. It was also announced winner of 

the Sustainability category at The Guardian University 

Awards 2016, and awarded two Green Gown Awards for 

Sustainability and Enterprise and Employability.

The University has developed an ISO14001 accredited 

Environmental Management System and has incorporated 

cutting-edge technology to dramatically reduce our  

carbon footprint. 

Initiatives include the installation of a biomass heating 

system which is used in most teaching rooms and newer 

accommodation blocks, the use of rain harvesting and LED 

lighting, an air source heat pump which extracts heat from 

outside, and the reuse and recycling of building materials 

during development. The Rural Innovation Centre and 

three accommodation blocks are fitted with solar panels, 

generating clean energy from the Cotswold sunshine.

Our farms are, in part, managed organically, and we are 

working to reverse the decline in farmland birds.  

We have a long history of embedding sustainability into our 

teaching; from learning about integrating environmental 

and commercial management on our farms, through to 

corporate social responsibility in business, the sustainable 

re-use of buildings, and how to run events sustainably.

As well as learning about how to put sustainability 

into practice on your course, there are plenty of other 

opportunities to get involved with during your time here. 

You could join the environmental society, sit on the 

sustainability committee, use the campus as a Living Lab 

in Research Projects, and receive professional training and 

work experience through the NUS Green Impact Scheme. 

Another great reason to choose the RAU.

1st 
for carbon 
reduction

TOP English 
university for 

carbon reduction 
in relation to 

income
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We are not just a campus, we are a community. Our student advice and 
support network ensures your time here is both rewarding and fulfilling.

Student support

We pride ourselves on being a friendly university with a 

strong sense of community, and as such our students 

can benefit from a good support network. Your time at the 

RAU may be a big learning curve, often busy, sometimes 

stressful, and there may be times when you need a little 

extra help. 

We are always here to offer a range of support, information, 

and advice. 

Student Support Services Manager

Our Student Support Services Manager is always on hand 

to listen to any issues and make sure you have access to 

the support services you need. Although not an expert on 

everything, they will always know someone who can help.

Counselling service

Counselling is a confidential place for you to explore and 

understand your personal or study-related concerns with 

professional support. This may take the form of a one off 

session, ongoing work with a counsellor, or signposting to 

other agencies as appropriate. The Student Counselling, 

Health and Wellbeing Officer is based in the Student 

Support Services Hub next to Cedar Lodge.

Medical provision

The Student Health Centre is conveniently situated in the 

main quad near to the campus accommodation. You must 

register with the University doctor on your first day, unless 

you have already registered with a doctor in the district. 

Chaplaincy

The University is home to students and staff from a  

diverse range of faith groups, and provides a welcoming 

and supportive atmosphere for all. In addition to the Chapel,  

we also have a faith and reflection room for the use of 

all faiths and the chaplaincy assistants offer a multi-faith 

contact point. Sunday services are held in the Chapel  

during term time.

Support

Find  
out more

visit www.rau.
ac.uk/ 

support
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Advice for dyslexic or 
disabled applicants
The University welcomes applications from students with 

dyslexia or any other disability, and promises to judge your 

application solely on academic grounds. We have designed 

our teaching courses with a range of impairments in mind, 

so that they are accessible to as wide a range of potential 

students as possible.

Resources

We have an excellent track record of supporting the 

needs of students with dyslexia or other forms of specific 

learning difference. We have mind-mapping software and 

literacy support software networked across all University 

computers. Students will automatically have access to 

all teaching materials (including lecture presentations) in 

advance. We provide 25% extra time in examinations for 

dyslexic students and will arrange the use of computers 

and e-readers, where justified, on an individual basis. We 

also have a dyslexia tutor available to help develop learning 

skills.

We have text-to-speech and screen magnifying software 

available in the library, together with a document magnifier.  

All of our material is produced to accessibility standards 

and published electronically on Gateway, our virtual 

learning environment.

Accessibility

Most of the important parts of the campus are wheelchair 

accessible, and we will arrange to schedule all classes 

involving students with mobility impairments to accessible 

lecture rooms. There are several wheelchair accessible 

bedrooms. 

We ask that you discuss your dyslexia or other disability 

with our experienced disability officer when first applying 

to the University. This is so that we can ensure we have 

provision for your particular situation in place on arrival. Our 

courses are vocational and some modules do require some 

physical activity or visual skills in order to complete them 

successfully. 

Disabled Students’ Allowance 

UK students are advised to apply for a Disabled Students’ 

Allowance at the earliest opportunity. This is free, non-

means-tested funding to support the extra costs caused by 

dyslexia or disability.  

Postgraduate students are entitled to a repeat DSA but you 

do need to apply again. 

Visit www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas 

to find out more.

Dyslexia /disability support staff

Dr John Conway has been working with dyslexic and 

disabled students for more than 18 years. He is a director 

of the National Association for Disability Practitioners, a 

member of the national executive of the Association of 

Dyslexia Specialists in Higher Education, recently appointed 

to a government advisory committee on disabled students, 

and a former Chairman of the STEM Disability Committee, 

managed by the Royal Society. 

If you have any queries or concerns about studying at the 

University, please email john.conway@rau.ac.uk.  

Cathy Conway is a fully-qualified dyslexia specialist with 

many years’ experience in supporting students with a 

variety of dyslexic and specific learning differences.
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Student Union

Follow 
the Royal 

Agricultural 
University  

Student Union  
on Facebook

Student Union

The RAU Student Union (RAUSU) is an organisation run 

by the students, for the students. They take great pride in 

providing top quality events, clubs, and societies for the 

benefit of those studying at the Royal Agricultural University. 

From our famous May Ball right through to our croquet 

society, there is a whole host of activities to get involved 

with. 

Weekly social nights are held in the Tithe Barn, home of the 

student bar, which is a great place for students to relax in 

and meet their friends. 

In February, the RAUSU and fellow students come together 

to raise money for charity during the annual RAG (Raise 

and Give) Week. A series of unique events and activities are 

held through the week, to raise money for three charities 

selected by the RAG team.

Alongside organising these events, and perhaps more 

importantly, the RAUSU represent the student body. They sit 

on numerous committees and allow the students to have 

a voice across campus, whether that be in an academic or 

operational setting.

Sports clubs

Cricket 

Croquet 

Darts 

Equestrian 

Fishing 

Football 

Horse riding 

Lacrosse 

Ladies’ hockey 

Men’s hockey 

Netball 

Polo 

Rowing 

Rugby 

Shooting 

Snow sports 

Sporting rifle 

Squash 

Team chasing 

Walking 

Water sports  

Yacht

Societies 

Board games society 

Brewers’ club 

Caledonian society 

Chaplaincy 

Choir 

Christian Union 

Engineering 

Enterprise society 

Environmental society 

Food and wine 

Officer training corp 

Racing club 

Real estate society 

Ski trip
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Living
Set in 25 acres of beautiful 
Cotswold countryside, RAU 
students have the opportunity to 
enjoy a picturesque campus and 
a range of contemporary living 
spaces.
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Accommodation

There are three accommodation areas within the University 

campus that are designated quiet areas.

Woodlands Lodge

Woodlands Lodge 1 is a catered block with a mixture of 

postgraduate students and students who request a quiet 

block. All of the rooms are large en-suite, there is a lounge 

on the ground floor, and a small kitchenette.

Vic Hughes

Vic Hughes is a self-catered block with a mixture of 

postgraduate students and students who request a quiet 

area. All of the rooms are single en-suite, there are lounge 

areas on each floor, and fully-equipped kitchens are shared 

by five or six students. 

Garden House 

Garden House offers quiet, catered accommodation 

for overseas and postgraduate students. All of the 

rooms are standard single, with shared bathroom 

facilities, a student lounge, and a kitchen.

Off-campus accommodation

If you would prefer to live off-campus, please visit the RAU 

student lettings website www.urbanfox.info 

For further queries contact  
the accommodation team on 
01285 652531. 

Accommodation includes:

• Meals seven days a week throughout the tenancy (except 

Vic Hughes) – the RAU is happy to cater for specific 

medical and religious requirements

• Bed linen

• Regular servicing of rooms

• Electricity and heating

• 24-hour security

• Wi-Fi and internet points 

• TV aerial point

• Bed, desk, wardrobe, bookshelf, and bedside table

• Car parking

• Free shuttle bus which runs regularly to and from the 

town centre and Harnhill Manor Farm

The University surgery, launderette, The Retreat Café, and 

shop are all located on campus. 

Application

All applications will be made through the My RAU applicants 

portal. You will receive instructions on how to access the 

portal once you have been offered a place to study at the 

RAU. 

Rooms are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

Please note: the application will not be processed until a 

place on a course has been offered, and the deposit paid.

Take a look 
at where you 
could stay

visit www.
rau.ac.uk/

accommodation

Want to live 
off-campus?

visit www.
urbanfox.info
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Cirencester
and further afield...
The Royal Agricultural University is steeped in history 

and tradition. The friendly campus, set in 25 acres 

of magnificent grounds amid the beautiful Cotswold 

countryside, encourages a sense of community and offers 

an environment that is conducive to study. 

Off-campus, there is plenty to explore. The busy Roman 

town of Cirencester, often referred to as the capital of 

the Cotswolds, is just a mile away. With plenty of shops, 

bars, and restaurants to choose from, Cirencester offers 

the perfect mix of high street favourites and one-off 

boutiques. Remember to take your student card for 

discounts at a range of stores. It is home to the beautiful 

St John Baptist parish church, and the Corinium Museum 

and Roman Amphitheatre, where you can find out more 

about the town’s history.

If you are into your water sports, Cotswold Water Park 

is a 15 minute drive away and offers 150 lakes set over 

40 square miles. Activities include kayaking, canoeing, 

sailing, rowing, wakeboarding, and windsurfing. It is a 

beautiful area for walks and bike rides too. 

Bath, Bristol, Oxford, and Cheltenham are all within an 

hour of the University and promise an exciting day out. 

Visit the world famous Bath racecourse, experience 

the Badminton Horse Trials, browse a plethora of 

shops, art galleries, and museums, and unwind at one 

of the countless bars and restaurants along the way. 

Alternatively, London is just 90 minutes by direct train, the 

perfect distance for a day trip. 

Find  
out more

www.rau.ac.uk/
location
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RAU

London
1hr 30mins

Bristol
1hr

Edinburgh
6hrs 45mins

Plymouth
3hrs

Manchester
2hrs 45mins

Birmingham
1hr 20mins

Cardiff
1hr 30mins

How to 
get here
The University is 
clearly signposted  
from the Cirencester 
bypass. 

There are frequent 
train and coach  
services to 
Cirencester.

The nearest train 
station is Kemble.

Royal Agricultural 
University, 
Stroud Road,
Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, 
GL7 6JS

Bath, Bristol, Cheltenham, and Oxford 
are all within an hour of the University 
and promise an exciting day out. London

is only  
90 minutes 

away
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International students

The Royal Agricultural University has links around the 

world. Students from many different countries study at 

Cirencester, travelling from as far afield as China, India, 

Nigeria, Malawi, Ghana, Kenya, Zambia, South Africa, 

Zimbabwe, Australia, New Zealand, the USA, and Canada, 

amongst others. Overseas universities, government bodies, 

and organisations have forged strong connections with the 

RAU since its early days, and former students have been 

the founders of now famous institutions, particularly in the 

Commonwealth. 

We understand that students who have not previously lived 

or studied in the UK may require some additional support. 

We will provide you with advice and guidance from initial 

enquiry, right through to applications and enrolment. Once 

you arrive at the RAU, you can enjoy a thriving international 

community, and benefit from a strong support network of 

overseas students. 

Accommodation

The Royal Agricultural University is the fourth safest 

university in England and Wales, according to The Complete 

University Guide 2016. All international students have the 

opportunity (subject to availability) to live on-campus. Please 

make sure that you apply for your accommodation as soon 

as you receive your offer letter. 

Details of accommodation can be found on page 25. 

English language requirements

All students are required to hold a recognised English 

language qualification of at least GCSE grade C or an 

equivalent standard before they apply for a Student Visa. 

For students whose first language is not English, the 

University will accept International English Language Test 

(IELTS) with a minimum score of 6.5 average with no 

element below 5.5 taken within the past two years, or other 

equivalent recognised English language qualifications which 

meet B2 level. 

International

Follow  
the Royal 

Agricultural 
University 

International 
Community on 

Facebook
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Visas and immigration 

The University offers assistance to all international students 

with their visa applications. This support is provided free-

of-charge and the RAU has a high success rate in obtaining 

student visas. Although it is your responsibility to check the 

requirements for entering the UK as a Tier 4 student and to 

secure the documentation required for your visa application, 

the RAU will provide visa and immigration support and 

practical advice throughout the application process.

Please note: due to visa restrictions, part-time study is not 

available to international students on a Tier 4 visa.

International Orientation

This two-week course is designed for non-UK students 

who have been offered a place at the Royal Agricultural 

University. International Orientation provides an opportunity 

to explore the local area and places of interest, such as 

Oxford, Bath, or London, helps with the practicalities of 

establishing a presence in the UK, and incorporates daily 

English for Academic Purposes sessions.

To find out more and to register your interest, please 

email admissions@rau.ac.uk 

Bursaries, scholarships and awards

Details of bursaries, scholarships, and awards can be 

found on page 54.

Student support 

All postgraduate students from the UK and overseas benefit 

from a well-established support network. 

Our highly trained team of specialist welfare, liaison, 

international support, and disability officers work alongside 

personal tutors, chaplains, and medical staff at the 

University surgery to make sure students broaden their 

knowledge in a supported environment. 

Full details on student support, and information for 

disabled and dyslexic applicants, can be found on 

pages 20 and 21.  

For admissions details and how to apply turn to 

page 55.

Contact 
international 
@rau.ac.uk
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Watch our  
films

The courses

30



 Where do I find 
answers to global 
challenges?

Q.

A.
Royal 

Agricultural 
University

Cirencester

Real world
Know how

Agriculture
MSc Agricultural Technology and Innovation
MSc Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security
Graduate Diploma in Agriculture
 

Business and Enterprise
MBA Advanced Farm Management
MSc Business Management
MBA International Food and Agribusiness
MSc Rural Tourism Management

Food Supply and 
Management
MSc Food Safety and Quality Management
 

Real Estate
MSc Real Estate
 
Rural Land Management
MSc Rural Estate Management

Research
MScR and PhD Degrees
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Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-ati 

MSc Agricultural Technology  
and Innovation
Full-time or part-time

Course manager  
Dr Hugh Martin 
email  
hugh.martin@rau.ac.uk

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

In the future, agricultural and horticultural production will 

demand new intellectual and technological understanding 

and skills. The new technologies of sensors, computing, 

data analysis, remote sensing, robotics, drones, and 

systems of data analysis and interpretation will allow new 

and sophisticated ways of managing both productive and 

natural environments.

The course will explore and study the high level of technical 

innovation currently being applied to agricultural and 

horticultural production, as will business management 

and the entrepreneurial skills that will be of fundamental 

importance to those entering this dynamic, technical based 

sector. Students will gain skills in data capture, processing, 

infographics, and the application of such technologies to all 

aspects of production and for the management of natural 

environments. 

Career prospects 
Graduates are highly likely to go on to pursue a career 

within:

• The high-tech agricultural and 
environmental sectors

• Industries allied to crop and 
animal production

• Technical consultancy
• Government and international agencies
• The development of new companies 

through entrepreneurial initiatives

Potential job opportunities include:

• Agricultural and horticultural 
engineering

• Information technology
• Resource appraisal
• Agronomy
• Farm management

Who is the course for?

This course will be of relevance to those wishing to start 

a career in this emerging industry, join an established 

company, or looking to develop the skills needed to start 

their own enterprise.

Course structure

The course may be studied full-time over 12 months, or 

part-time over two years. 

Students will study six modules over the autumn and spring 

terms, followed by a Research Project, which is carried out 

over the summer to be submitted the following September. 

This may include a viva voce examination.

Students will have the opportunity to engage with real-world 

problems, to find solutions to current issues, and experience 

the working world of new technologies in animal and crop 

production, and the natural environment. 

Modules are assessed primarily by coursework. Some 

modules have an examination as part of the assessment.

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Dr Hugh Martin’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/HughMartin  
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Modules
– Crop Production Technology

– Livestock Production Technology

– Production Resource Management

– Environmental Technologies

– Computing and Information Technology in Precision 

Agriculture

– Business Development in the Agritech Sector

– Research Project in Agricultural Technology and 

Innovation

Industry 
endorsement
UK agriculture has recently seen an explosion of 

interest in the use of precision farming tools to 

target the right inputs at the right time, for improving 

crop output and farm profits. This degree will equip 

you with knowledge of the varied technological 

and precision farming tools that are being used by 

different agricultural companies, how they work, 

and what their practical applications are. 

At challenging times for UK agriculture, 

innovation must be the key to long-term 

farm sustainability, and an understanding 

of the essential role that technology can 

play in targeting inputs and planning 

for the whole farm system will 

be a necessary part of farm 

management in the future.

Dr Syed Shah  

R&D Manager, Agrii
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Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-safs

MSc Sustainable Agriculture  
and Food Security
Full-time or part-time

September or January 
start available

Course manager 
Dr John Conway 
email  
john.conway@rau.ac.uk

Entry requirements 

Standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

This MSc critically evaluates the criticisms levied at modern 

agriculture regarding resource utilisation (soil and water) in 

the context of climate change within a variety of systems 

of food production (smallholder, commercial, intensive, 

and organic) against a background of providing a safe and 

secure food supply to meet the ever-changing requirements 

of a growing world population.

The course is underpinned by themes of human exploitation 

of the earth’s resources and the global implications of 

human development, and the role of local, national, and 

global institutions and policies in relation to development, 

resource exploitation, and social, cultural, and ethical 

considerations.

Career prospects
MSc Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security graduates 

have gone on to enter production, policy, and research and 

consultancy careers in the agricultural and food quality 

sector, within:

• International organisations
• Government departments
• National agencies
• NGOs
• Research institutes and universities
• Commercial companies worldwide

Who is the course for?

This course is for anyone concerned that our food 

production systems will not be fit for purpose by the middle 

of this century. It is ideal for those looking for a career in 

production, policy, and sustainable development focusing on 

food or resource consumption in agriculture. 

Course structure

The course may be studied full-time over 12 months or 

part-time over two years. 

Students will study five core modules plus three elective 

modules, followed by the Research Project on a topic 

related to one of the key themes of the course. The 

Research Project is carried out over the summer to be 

submitted in September. It will be presented as a review of 

the topic and as a research paper.

Students will gain a broader and deeper understanding of 

the relevant issues through lectures, case studies, seminars 

and research projects. This approach fosters teamwork and 

complements individual study and student learning.

The course is available to start in either 
September or January

Modules will be taught in 10 week blocks.

September entry
Students will study four modules in the autumn term 

followed by four modules in the spring term, and complete 

their Research Project by the end of September.

January entry
Students will study four modules in the spring term, 

complete their Research Project by the end of September, 

and study four modules in the autumn term.

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Dr John Conway’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/JohnConway
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Modules
– Integrated Agricultural Systems

– Agricultural and Rural Policy

– Poverty and Food Security

– Sustainable Management of Soil and Water

– Development Project Management

– Research Project

Plus THREE elective modules, selected from:

– Sustainable Agricultural Intensification

– Small Scale Farming and Local Food Supply

– Integrated Organic Systems 

– Climate Change and Development

– Natural Resource Management

– Tourism and Development 

I chose to study at the Royal Agricultural 

University because it is one of the few UK 

universities which offers a Masters degree 

in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security. 

The University also has a good reputation 

for contributing to international development 

through education and research, as well 

as supporting young Africans, like myself, 

to obtain a world class degree and the 

necessary knowledge to help develop our 

continent.

The course content covered themes relating 

to poverty and food security, small scale 

farming systems, development project 

management, and sustainable agricultural 

intensification. As a group with 13 different 

nationalities, I particularly enjoyed the 

energy and diversity every student brought 

to the course. Our debates concerning 

development issues reflected our unique 

backgrounds, and significantly enriched the 

quality of the course. During the course I 

was also exposed to a number of agricultural 

development programmes, carried out by 

international organisations.

Obtaining a Masters degree in Sustainable 

Agriculture and Food Security from the 

RAU provided the boost I needed to pursue 

a career in international development. I 

currently work at the Centre for Agriculture 

and Bioscience International (CABI) in their 

international development communication 

team, and feel that the course has proved 

highly relevant to my role at CABI.

“Obtaining an MSc in Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food Security from the 
RAU provided the boost I needed to pursue 
a career in international development.”

Name: Bookie Ezeomah 

Course: MSc Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security 

Career: International Development Communications
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Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-gda

Graduate Diploma in Agriculture

Full-time or part-time

Course manager  
Steve Finch 
email 
steve.finch@rau.ac.uk  

Entry requirements  

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

This intensive course in agriculture is unique to the Royal 

Agricultural University. 

Students are able to handpick their modules from a broad 

range of subject areas to create a bespoke course, tailor 

made to meet their individual requirements. 

The ability to customise course content makes this the 

ideal opportunity for graduates, and professionals from 

other disciplines, looking to re-direct their career towards 

agricultural and associated rural industries.

A summer study tour, and £250 worth of rural skills 

training, are included in the cost of the course. 

Career prospects
Many graduates enter practical farming or take up 

commercial or administrative posts in the related land-

based industries. Recent graduates have gone on to  

pursue a career as:

• Farm Manager
• Agricultural Commodity 

Sales Representative
• Agricultural Consultant
• Agricultural Entrepreneur
• Project Manager

Graduates may qualify for progression on to a Masters 

course.

Who is the course for?

The Graduate Diploma in Agriculture is particularly 

appropriate for students who are re-directing their careers 

towards agriculture. In addition to developing the pure 

agriculturist, the course provides students with a detailed 

knowledge of the UK agricultural industry.

Course structure

The course may be studied full-time over one academic 

year, or part-time over two, three, or four years. 

Students complete three compulsory modules, followed by 

four modules selected from a wide range of undergraduate 

modules, allowing them to tailor the course to meet their 

career aspirations. Students can undertake practical skills 

training courses at the Rural Innovation Centre to further 

enhance their employability.

Students participate in lectures, farm walks and visits, case 

studies, assignments, and management projects to develop 

their knowledge across curricular themes. Students also 

take part in a summer study tour, which exposes them to a 

variety of agricultural enterprises.

Prospective students are strongly encouraged to complete 

pre-course reading in order to secure a minimum basic 

knowledge of agriculture and to highlight possible areas 

of weakness. Guidance on this can be given by the course 

manager.

Modules
– Agricultural Management (double module)

– Farm Business Management

– Applied Agricultural Science

Plus FOUR elective modules 

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Steve Finch’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/SteveFinch
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Returning to farming after completing a 

non-agricultural undergraduate degree, and 

having worked outside the industry in my 

early 20’s, the RAU’s Graduate Diploma in 

Agriculture was the standout syllabus for 

somebody looking to learn the practicalities 

of running a farm business. 

What appealed to me was the broad range of 

modules on offer, from which I had freedom 

to construct my own tailored course – from 

practical crop and animal husbandry to 

business management, diversification, and 

strategic industry issues. In my own case, I 

was able to study the course part-time over 

four years, which allowed me to continue 

working full-time whilst studying for my 

diploma.

There were also plentiful opportunities 

to visit a broad range of rural businesses 

across the country, from farms of all types 

to large estates, and many parts of the food 

processing chain. It was rewarding to meet 

other people from all walks of life, and of all 

age ranges, who were looking to learn more 

about agriculture, develop their skills and 

knowledge-base, and were passionate about 

forging a career in the agricultural industry. 

I’m now an active partner in my family beef 

and arable enterprise, farming 1,200 acres 

of grass and combinable crops. 

“The Graduate Diploma 
in Agriculture appealed 
due to the broad range of 
modules on offer, from which 
I was free to construct my 
own tailored course.”

Name: Joseph Stanley 

Course: Graduate Diploma in Agriculture 

Career: Farm Manager
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Alternative  
study pathway
You may opt to study for a  
Graduate Certificate in Agriculture. 
For this alternative qualification, 
you will study the core modules: 
Agricultural Management (double 
module), Farm Business Management, 
and Applied Agricultural Science, but 
select no further elective modules. 
The course is offered on a part-time 
basis, one day a week over one or 
two years.  
A summer study tour, and £250 of 
rural skills training, are included in  
the cost of the course.  

Visit  
www.rau.
ac.uk/gca  

http://ac.uk/gca


MBA Advanced  
Farm Management
Full-time applications for 
2017 entry

Course manager  
Rita Walsh 
email  
rita.walsh@rau.ac.uk 

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply, plus a 

minimum of two years’ work 

experience. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details. 

Accredited by the 
Chartered Management 
Institute 

Dual qualification CMI Level 7 

Diploma in Strategic Management 

and Leadership

This course is designed to enable prospective farmers, farm 

managers, and consultants to work at the strategic level of 

management and leadership in the commercial environment 

of modern farming and agribusiness. The course sets 

out the background, issues, and challenges facing the 

national and global farming industry and helps graduates 

understand the value chain from ‘farm to fork’. 

Career prospects 
Previous graduates have gone on to develop successful 

careers as:

• Farm Manager
• Farm Consultant
• Management positions within 

agribusiness companies and 
farmer owned co-operatives

Many of our graduates have returned home to their family 

farms and are driving the family farming business forward.

Who is the course for?

The MBA caters for those who plan to move into senior 

leadership roles in managing farm-related businesses, as 

well as those seeking employment in the related industries. 

The course manager will discuss with the student how this 

unique MBA will serve their requirements. 

Course structure

The MBA may be studied full-time over 15 months or part-

time over two or three years.

Students will study eight modules; six business modules in 

the autumn term, two applied modules in the spring term, 

plus 30 credits of elective modules to focus their studies 

to their specific areas of interest. The Research Project is 

carried out over the summer to be submitted in January. 

Students will take part in lectures, seminars and 

discussions, farm management activities, and group and 

individual case study work in a real-world context. Visiting 

industry experts give students a valuable insight in to the 

sector in which they are involved. 

Modules are assessed through a range of coursework. 

Find 
out more 
www.rau. 

ac.uk/pg-afm 

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Rita Walsh’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/RitaWalsh
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Modules
– Sustainable Business Strategy

– Leadership and Change

– International Marketing Management

– Financial Management

– Agricultural Economics

– Operations Management

– Sustainable Agricultural Business Principles

– Farm Business Management

– Research Project

Plus TWO elective modules, selected from: 

– Corporate Finance

– Agricultural Management

– International Business

– Development Project Management

– Small Scale Farming and Local Food Supply

– Critical Issues in Ethical Leadership

– Economics of the Environment

– New Product Development in the Agri-Food Industry

– Adaptive Management in a Complex World

Business and Enterprise

I chose to study the MBA in Advanced 

Farm Management at the Royal 

Agricultural University to gain the 

knowledge and skills needed to 

play a role in the leadership and 

management of my family’s dairy farm 

in Leicestershire. As well as being a 

leading institution in the agribusiness 

field, the RAU provided the option 

to study on a part-time basis, which 

enabled me to continue working within 

the marketing department at The 

Wildlife Trusts throughout. 

The course has a fantastic mix of 

different subject areas, including 

marketing, finance, and farm 

management, which are supported by 

farm visits in the surrounding area. The 

latter really help to bring the lectures 

to life, and consolidate learning. The 

course was incredibly enjoyable, and 

it was exciting to learn new things 

and challenge my perceptions in a 

supportive, academic environment. 

The MBA has given me the knowledge 

and the confidence to begin playing 

a key role in managing the family 

farm, and to work towards a Head 

of Marketing role within The Wildlife 

Trusts. In a global market place, the 

links I’ve made through the RAU 

alumni network will continue to provide 

support and industry insight for years 

to come.

“The MBA has given me 
the knowledge and the 
confidence to play a key role 
managing the family farm.”

Name: Ruth Grice 

Course: MBA Advanced Farm Management 

Career: Marketing and Farm Management
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MSc Business  
Management
Full-time or part-time

Course manager  
Dr Codrin Chiru 
email  
codrin.chiru@rau.ac.uk  

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

Accredited by the 
Chartered Management 
Institute 

Dual qualification CMI Level 7 

Diploma in Strategic Management 

and Leadership

The business world is complex, fast-moving, and exciting, 

and demands high-calibre employees with substantial 

business, management, and financial skills. This MSc in 

Business Management allows students to focus solely 

on business, or to select modules in the wine industry, 

food production, equine management, agriculture, or 

international business to contextualise their studies in a 

sector of their choice.

Career prospects 
At the end of the MSc, graduates will be well equipped to 

take on a management role within a rural business or to 

develop a career in general business management.

Who is the course for?

This course is for graduates who want to acquire a 

Masters degree in business management. It is designed 

to accommodate graduates from a wide variety of 

backgrounds and disciplines, and is well-suited to 

international as well as UK students. 

Course structure

The course is offered full-time over 12 months, or part-time 

over two, three, or four years. 

Students will study eight modules in the autumn and spring 

terms; six core modules followed by two elective modules. 

The Research Project is then undertaken, to be submitted 

the following April.  

Students will learn through lectures, seminars, workshops 

and tutorials, case studies, and group projects, as well as 

visits to and from national and international companies. 

Modules are assessed through continuous assessment and 

final examinations.

Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-bm

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Dr Codrin Chiru’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/CodrinChiru
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After completing my undergraduate 

degree in Equine Management at the 

Royal Agricultural University in 2011, 

I decided to complete a postgraduate 

degree in order to give myself the 

best possible chance in the job 

market. Having already studied at the 

RAU, there was never any question 

of going anywhere else. I knew that 

the University had an outstanding 

reputation, excellent facilities and 

lecturing, and a valuable network of 

industry contacts. 

I chose to study MSc Business 

Management because it offers 

a comprehensive overview of all 

aspects of business, as well as the 

opportunity to contextualise the course 

by choosing electives covering your 

specific areas of interest.

Following completion of the course, 

I secured a job with a publishing 

company and later worked for Savills. 

I have recently re-joined the University 

as Centre Coordinator for Farm491, an 

innovative agri-tech incubation centre 

based at the RAU. I look forward to 

utilising the skills gained during my 

degree to support start-up businesses 

within the growing agri-tech sector.

“The University has an outstanding 
reputation, excellent facilities 
and lecturing, and a valuable 
network of industry contacts.”

Name: Verity Payne 

Course: MSc Business Management 

Career: Centre Coordinator

Modules
– Business Strategy

– Personal and Organisational Change

– Marketing, Planning and Strategy 

– Economics and Policy 

– Research Methods

– Financial Management 

– Research Project

Plus TWO elective modules, selected from:

– Food Chain 

– International Business 

– Agricultural Management 

– Farm Business Management 

– Equine Business Management 

– Equine Industry 

– Sustainable Agricultural Business and Principles 

– Wine Industry 

– Economics of the Environment 

– Operations Management 

– Critical Issues in Food Technology and Innovation 

– Sustainable Development

– Equine Husbandry

– Critical Issues in Ethical Leadership

– New Product Development in the Agri-Food Industry

– Adaptive Management in a Complex World
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Full-time applications  
for 2017 entry

Course manager  
Dr Codrin Chiru 
email  
codrin.chiru@rau.ac.uk  

Entry requirements  

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply, plus a 

minimum of two years’ work 

experience with managerial 

responsibilities. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details. 

Accredited by the 
Chartered Management 
Institute 

Dual qualification CMI Level 7 

Diploma in Strategic Management 

and Leadership 

The international food and agribusiness industries continue 

to grow despite significant fluctuations in local and regional 

economic activity. The rapid technological innovation 

pace, demographic shifts between urban and rural areas, 

immigration and access to skilled staff, climate change, 

water issues, and food security, are among the topics 

studied in the International Food and Agribusiness MBA.

Career prospects
Our business-minded graduates progress on to successful 

careers across all areas of the global food and agribusiness 

sectors, many of whom secure management positions at 

transnational companies:

• International food industry experts and 
consultants – for private companies, 
governments, and international 
organisations such as FAO, World 
Bank, and European Commission

• Business management 
• Import and export management
• Project coordination – overseeing 

international projects and operations
• Operational support – building 

international relations for 
an organisation

Students have the unique opportunity to study the first term 

at either the Utah State University or the Royal Agricultural 

University, with the remaining study periods undertaken at 

the RAU.

Who is the course for?

This MBA will prepare students for senior strategic positions 

and leadership roles within companies, agencies, or 

institutions where international business is a major activity. 

Key areas include food processing and manufacturing, 

procurement, research and development, policy or 

government service, agricultural and food marketing, and 

supply chain management.

Course structure

The MBA may be studied full-time over 12 months or part-

time over two or three years.

Students will study six business modules in the autumn 

term, plus four focus modules, and one or two elective 

modules in the spring term. The Research Project is carried 

out over the summer to be submitted in September. 

Students will learn through problem-based and experiential 

case studies, workshops, cooperative work, reflective 

reports, presentations, lectures, seminars, and industry 

visits. 

Modules will be assessed through professional reports, 

presentations, reviews, essays, case study analysis, critical 

academic papers, business evaluation projects, and written 

examinations. Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-ifa 

MBA International Food  
and Agribusiness

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Dr Codrin Chiru’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/CodrinChiru
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One unique aspect of this international 

MBA in International Food and 

Agribusiness is that you can study 

in the United States and the United 

Kingdom within a challenging and 

collaborative program that gives you 

the chance to make lifelong friends 

and experience the country. I was 

able to enhance my international 

competence, statistical knowledge, 

and industry business practices, and 

further develop my hands-on attitude.

I’m currently working for John Deere in 

the Business Development Department 

of the European Technology Innovation 

Center, and feel well prepared to apply 

my new skills and knowledge to my 

daily business.

This MBA in International Food and 

Agribusiness is absolutely great. I will 

remember this time as one of the best 

in my life.

“This MBA in International 
Food and Agribusiness 
is absolutely great.”

Name: Caspar Olenhusen 

Course: MBA International Food and Agribusiness 

Career: Business Development

Modules 
– Financial Management

– International Marketing Management

– Leadership and Change

– Agricultural Economics

– Operations Management

– Sustainable Business Strategy

– Food Chain

– Critical Issues in Food Technology and Innovation

– International Agri-Food Marketing

– International Agribusiness Finance and Investments

– Research Project 

Plus ONE or TWO elective modules, selected from:

– Entrepreneurship

– Wine Industry 

– International Business

– Development Project Management

– Critical Issues in Ethical Leadership (half module)

– Economics of the Environment (half module)

– Retail & Shopper Marketing (half module)

– New Product Development in the Agri-Food Industry

– Adaptive Management in a Complex World

– Rural Business Diversification
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Full-time

Course manager  
Jonathan Brunyee 
email  
jonathan.brunyee@rau.ac.uk  

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

Accredited by the 
Chartered Management 
Institute 

Dual qualification CMI Level 7 

Diploma in Strategic Management 

and Leadership

The tourism and events industry is experiencing continued 

growth and diversification, becoming one of the fastest 

growing economic sectors in the world. Rural tourism is an 

entrepreneurial sector, drawing on our natural environment 

and cultural assets. Students will gain an understanding 

of the key issues and techniques involved for developing 

and managing rural tourism, and examine the economic, 

environmental, and social concepts and frameworks that 

define the industry. 

Career prospects
It is anticipated that graduates with an MSc in Rural Tourism 

Management will go on to progress their career in:

• Their own start-up or diversified 
rural tourism or events enterprise

• A successful rural tourism company
• The public sector
• The charitable sector
• A rural tourism sector body
• A tourism and rural development 

organisation on the international stage
• A rural event management company

Our current students are developing their careers in a range 

of exciting ways, including:

• A management role at Adam 
Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park

• Planning their own rural tourism 
business start-ups in the UK and Sicily

• Operations Manager for Westmorland 
Limited at the Gloucester Services

Who is the course for?

This course is ideal for graduates looking to develop 

a new, or manage an existing, rural tourism or events 

enterprise, as well as those wishing to advise on tourism 

and rural development in the UK and overseas. The course 

is suitable for career changers, mature students, budding 

entrepreneurs, and farmers looking to diversify. 

Course structure

The course is studied full-time over 12 months (a part-time 

route may be available).

Students will study eight modules; five tourism and event 

management modules, two business management modules, 

and one research methods module. 

Students who do not wish to undertake the Research 

Project may choose to take a Postgraduate Diploma 

following successful completion of eight modules. 

This course blends practical hands-on learning with 

theoretical knowledge, and is delivered through lectures, 

guest speakers, seminars, individual and student-led 

research, and case studies and field visits to top regional 

tourism enterprises and events. Modules are assessed 

through group and individual coursework, business plans, 

presentations, and examinations. The course includes an 

international study tour (cost included in the course fee).

Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-rtm 

MSc Rural Tourism  
Management

Stita offer a £1,500 
scholarship for 

this course

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Jonathan Brunyee’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/JonathanBrunyee
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Modules
– Contemporary Theories in Rural Tourism Management

– Tourism and Sustainable Rural Development

– Entrepreneurship for Rural Tourism and Events

– Agri-Tourism

– Rural Event Management

– Financial Management

– Marketing Planning and Strategy

– Research Methods

– Research Project

Industry 
endorsement
Tourism is a dynamic and vibrant industry, 

providing people living in rural areas all over 

the world with the opportunity to make a 

living from the heritage, agriculture, wildlife, 

culture, and environment they have grown 

up with. It rewards innovation and welcomes 

entrepreneurship, especially when these skills 

are implemented alongside a passion for rural 

affairs and a commitment to providing the best 

client experience.

Jarrod Kyte, Product Director  

for Steppes Travel, Cirencester

Business and Enterprise

I have worked in the retail sector 

for the past 17 years as a Waitrose 

Manager. I decided to study the 

MSc in Rural Tourism Management 

because I have a passion for food, the 

countryside, and travel, and wanted 

to develop my career in this exciting 

growth area. The course has met my 

high expectations. It has allowed me 

to explore the business of sustainable 

rural tourism from a range of angles, 

and hear from a fascinating mix of 

industry focused guest speakers, 

entrepreneurs, and inspiring lecturers. 

My time at the RAU has led to a new 

senior post working for Westmorland 

Limited at the award-winning 

Gloucester Services, developing the 

food, farm shop, and tourism related 

offer.  

“The course has met my 
high expectations, allowing 
me to explore the business 
of sustainable rural tourism 
from a range of angles.”

Name: Simon Spooner 

Course: MSc Rural Tourism Management 

Career: Operations Manager
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Full-time or part-time

September or January 
start available

Course manager  
Philip Hudson 
email  
philip.hudson@rau.ac.uk

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply. 

Please see page 55 for full 
details.

This MSc embraces the implications of food safety and 

quality management against the backdrop of an increasingly 

globalised food industry. Students will gain an in-depth 

understanding of regional, national, and international 

standards and policy in regulatory processes, and the role 

of public institutions in delivering safe, quality foods to 

consumers. 

Career prospects
Graduates will be equipped with the education and industry 

experience to progress their career and become food safety 

and quality management professionals within:

• An international institution – UN (World 
Food Programme), IFAD, FAO, IFPRI

• Government and statutory 
bodies – Defra, DflD, FSA 

• Business and industry – major 
agricultural and food supply 
companies, consultancy

• NGOs – local food associations, aid 
and development organisations

• Academia and research – lecturer, PhD

Who is the course for?

This course is designed for graduates and those working in 

the agri-food industries who are seeking to advance their 

knowledge and understanding of food safety and quality 

management, and progress their professional careers. 

Course structure

The course may be studied full-time over 12 months, or 

part-time over two years. 

Students will study eight taught modules, along with a 

self-directed Research Project, which is carried out over the 

summer and submitted in September. It will be presented as 

a review paper and as a research paper. 

Students who do not wish to undertake the Research 

Project may choose to take a Postgraduate Diploma 

following successful completion of eight taught modules. 

Students will learn through a combination of lectures, guest 

speakers, group workshops and seminars, case studies, 

individual and student-led research, group projects, and 

field studies and visits. Where applicable, students will have 

the opportunity to work with an organisation in the industry 

to solve real-life problems. 

Modules are assessed through written examinations and 

coursework, including case study analysis, essay writing, 

oral and poster presentations, and assessed seminars.

The course is available to start in either 
September or January

Modules will be taught in 10 week blocks.

September entry
Students will study four modules in the autumn term 

followed by four modules in the spring term, and complete 

their Research Project by the end of September.

January entry
Students will study four modules in the spring term, 

complete their Research Project by the end of September, 

and study four modules in the autumn term.

Find 
out more 
www.rau. 

ac.uk/pg-fsqm

MSc Food Safety and  
Quality Management

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Phil Hudson’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/PhilHudson
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Food Supply and Management

Modules
– Food Chain 

– Fundamentals of Food Science

– Systems for Food Safety Management

– The Politics and Policies of Food Assurance

– Sustainability and the Food Industry

– New Product Development in the Agri-Food Industry

– Research Project

Plus TWO elective modules, selected from:

– Poverty and Food Security

– Fisheries and Aquaculture Management

– Sustainable Global Meat Chains

– Advanced Dairy Chains

– Tourism and Development

– Integrated Organic Systems

– Sustainable Beverage Supply Chains

Choosing to study Food Safety and 

Quality at the Royal Agricultural 

University, was a decision I made for 

my career in the future. The Masters 

food course gives you a greater 

knowledge and understanding of the 

food industry and prepares you for 

leadership and management roles 

within industry. The course is offered 

either as full-time or part-time, so is 

more flexible for the student if you 

wish to simultaneously work and 

study. The course has a wide range 

of modules, which include the food 

chain, soil sciences, food poverty, 

and food security along with business 

modules and many more. These 

are all incorporated into the visits to 

conferences in which you can apply 

learnt theory and talk to experts in 

their field to gain a more in depth 

knowledge. The course is thoroughly 

enjoyable and challenging, however 

learning new and different information 

is really key for the future of this 

industry and the pressures it faces. 

“This course prepares you for 
leadership and management 
roles within industry.”

Name: Emma Poulton 

Course: MSc Food Safety and Quality Management 

Career: MSc student
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Full-time or part-time  

Course manager  
Dr Simon Huston 
email  
simon.huston@rau.ac.uk 

Entry requirements 

The standard minimum entry 

requirements apply, some 

relevant real estate practice 

experience preferred.

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

Accredited by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors

Real estate affects everyone: it is the locus for work, leisure, 

and living. Therefore, its management has wide social, 

economic, and environmental implications within both a 

local and a global context. To service it, the industry looks 

for independently minded and competent graduates. 

MSc Real Estate is a rigorous and challenging course which 

equips students with the intellectual mind-set and practical 

competencies to think independently and evaluate real 

estate investments, markets, and development projects 

rigorously. Students become independent, entrepreneurial, 

and competent real estate professionals, ready for their 

period of work-based training for the Assessment of 

Professional Competence (APC) to become Chartered 

Surveyors.

This course offers the unique opportunity to go on an 

overseas field trip (additional cost) which in recent years 

has visited Hong Kong, Singapore, and Dubai.

Career prospects
Real estate professionals are in great demand, and the RAU 

has achieved high levels of success in placing graduates in 

major urban and rural real estate companies and advisory 

practices. Key areas include:

• Valuation
• Investment management
• Strategic corporate real estate
• Development 
• Agency
• Statutory advice
• Consultancy
• Real estate analysis and research 

Who is the course for?

This MSc provides a full-time or part-time route to full 

professional status for those seeking a career in real estate. 

It is therefore relevant to students who seek a real estate 

qualification with a view to future practice.

Course structure

The course may be studied full-time, two days a week over 

12 months, or part-time, one day a week over two years. 

Students study five modules split into ten themes. Students 

undertake Real Estate Practice in the UK or abroad, which 

involves a practical case study, work placement, or job-

related project, and complete an individual Research Project 

to be submitted at the end of September.

Teaching takes place in small groups, and lectures are 

enriched by case studies, site visits (including London), 

interactive workshops, and industry speakers. Working in 

real estate calls for good teamwork. Students have the 

opportunity to develop this via discussion, collaboration, 

work experience, and industry communication.

Modules are assessed through case studies, research paper 

seminars, group presentations, online exercises, written 

reports, oral examinations and other evaluations. There is 

no final examination.

Find 
out more 
www.rau.

ac.uk/pg-re

MSc Real Estate

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about Dr Simon Huston’s  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/SimonHuston
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I chose to study the MSc Real Estate at 

Cirencester for two reasons. Firstly, the 

course stood out to me because of its 

focus on practical application and case 

study based learning; and secondly, 

it offered the chance to study in such 

a great location in the Cotswolds. The 

case study based learning proved 

not only more interesting than theory 

based study, but highly useful. For 

example, on starting the APC graduate 

scheme with a large commercial firm, I 

found that I already had a good idea of 

the style and work expected of me and 

was familiar with the programmes and 

avenues used to compile evidence. 

This made the transition from student 

to graduate surveyor much easier. 

I have been working for Bilfinger GVA 

in London for over a year now and am 

thoroughly enjoying it. The graduate 

scheme involves four, six month 

rotations. My rotations thus far have 

included Development Valuation, and 

Student Housing, and I will shortly 

be joining the Investment team 

specialising in Transactions and Capital 

Markets before my final six months in 

Investment Valuation. I’m still in touch 

with my lecturers from Cirencester, 

keeping them regularly updated and 

still asking for the odd piece of advice! 

The MSc Real Estate has opened the 

door to what could potentially be a 

very successful career and I’m very 

grateful to the RAU for that!

“The MSc Real Estate has opened 
the door to what could potentially 
be a very successful career and I’m 
very grateful to the RAU for that!”

Name: Tessa Tidman 

Course: MSc Real Estate 

Career: Graduate Surveyor

Modules
Real Estate Principles and Practice

– Real Estate Context

– Legal Principles and Practice

Valuation

– Valuation 1

– Valuation 2 - applied

Planning and Development

– Principles and Regulations

– Investment and Development Appraisal

Real Estate Practice

– UK OR International

Research

– Research Methods

– Research Project 
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Full-time  

Course manager  
David Lewis  
email  
david.lewis@rau.ac.uk

Entry requirements 
The standard minimum 
entry requirements apply. 
Students are encouraged to 
undertake practical farming and 
professional experience in the 
property sector prior to starting 
the course. The work experience 
not only gives students an 
invaluable insight into the diverse 
range of work undertaken by rural 
property managers but it is also 
a good opportunity to make some 
useful contacts – some students 
receive job offers as a result 
of such work experience, even 

before they start the course. 

Please see page 55 for full 

details.

Accredited by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors

This MSc is a highly-regarded course which equips 

graduates for a rewarding and challenging career in 

the management of land, property, and business in the 

countryside. It is also a fast-track route to qualification as a 

Chartered Surveyor. 

Career prospects
Our graduates are directly involved with managing all types 

of property. The professional work of the rural property 

manager may include:

• Valuation and the sale and purchase 
of land and rural property

• Management and letting 
of land and property

• Farm business planning 
and diversification

• Development of land and 
buildings and rural planning 

• Management of woodlands 
and the environment

• Compulsory purchase (roads, pipelines, 
cables etc.) and compensation claims  

• Financial planning and appraisal

Types of employer include:

• National, international, regional, and 
small firms of chartered surveyors

• Private estates
• Large landowners such as the 

National Trust, county councils, 
and utility companies

This MSc will also open doors to a variety of careers 

outside the surveying profession, including planning and 

environmental consultancy, research and education, leisure 

management, and rural conservation and investment 

management.

Who is the course for?

This course is for graduates looking to acquire the specialist 

knowledge and skills necessary to work as a rural property 

manager. It also prepares graduates for qualification as a 

Chartered Surveyor and Fellow of the Central Association of 

Agricultural Valuers.

Course structure

The course will be studied full-time over 12 months.

Students will study eight modules in the autumn and spring 

terms, with final examinations taking place in May. The 

Research Project is carried out over the summer, to be 

submitted in September.

Students will attend lectures and group tutorials. There is 

also a range of practical sessions, and visits to local farms, 

commercial properties, and rural estates where owners, 

occupiers, and their professional advisors can provide 

additional insights into the management of rural property. 

Assessed coursework features strongly throughout the 

course.

Prior to starting the MSc, students receive reading lists and 

study material so that they can develop a basic grounding in 

study areas with which they are not familiar.

MSc Rural Estate  
Management

Meet the  
course  
manager 

Find out more  
about David Lewis’  
experience and expertise.

www.rau.ac.uk/DavidLewis
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After studying Zoology at Durham I 

decided to pursue a career in land 

management and the MSc in Rural 

Estate Management at the RAU was 

the obvious next step in achieving this.

Although it is a challenging year, 

the MSc prepares students well for 

their two years of training towards 

qualification as a Chartered Surveyor, 

and also offers an invaluable 

opportunity to network. I’m in regular 

contact with the friends I made on 

the course, and have even worked 

alongside some of them. 

The MSc is very attractive to 

employers, and the majority of my year 

group obtained jobs in top rural firms.

After graduating, I began working 

for Smiths Gore in Cirencester 

where I was involved in a range 

of private client and institutional 

work. After the merger with Savills 

and following qualification, I moved 

to Cambridgeshire to work as the 

Assistant Agent on the Burghley 

Estate. I have no doubt that I wouldn’t 

have had these opportunities without 

the skills, knowledge, and network that 

the RAU equipped me with. 

“The MSc prepares students for 
their training for qualification 
as a Chartered Surveyor, 
and also offers an invaluable 
opportunity to network.” 

Name: James Tusting 

Course: MSc Rural Estate Management 

Career: Chartered Surveyor

Find 
out more 
www.rau. 

ac.uk/pg-rem

Modules
– Agriculture 

– Environmental and Woodland Management 

– Rural Planning and Buildings

– Farm Business and Enterprise Management 

– Rural Valuation 

– Rural Property Law 

– Rural Policy and Implementation 

– Rural Asset Management

– Research Project

Rural Land Management

Employer endorsement
Based on my experience of the course, and also feedback from 

graduates on the firm’s graduate training programme, I feel that 

the MSc in Rural Estate Management prepares students well for 

employment. The feedback from students has been very positive, 

on both the quality of teaching and the course curriculum.  

It provides them with the technical knowledge that they require  

for rural property management.

Jason Beedell, Strutt and Parker,  

external examiner for MSc Rural Estate Management
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Research 
degrees
At the forefront of teaching and research in the  
land-based sector, our pioneering research is carried 
out by highly motivated staff and PhD students.

The Royal Agricultural University has active research 

programmes in five key areas: agronomy and sustainable 

agriculture, soil science, pest control, equine science, and 

urban regeneration and development. All of the projects 

have strong applied aspects and address real-life problems 

that impact on rural businesses and town and country 

development. 

The RAU is committed to environmental sustainability, and 

so all of our projects explore issues that will help farmers, 

horse owners, and rural businesses apply innovative 

techniques and models to improve output, health, and 

welfare while caring for the environment. 

The following projects give you a flavour of the type of 

investigation you could do when pursuing a research degree 

at RAU:

Agronomy and sustainable agriculture 

– Wheat-bean intercropping and sustainable production 

systems

– Environmental challenges and food security in Sub-

Saharan Africa

Soil science 

– Understanding management influences on soil organic 

matter

– Nutrient cycling in soil and potential for carbon 

sequestration

Pest control

– Developing sustainable pest control methods

– Efficacy of farm swales in removing pesticides from 

surface water 

Equine science

– Behavioural probes of brain function

– Evaluating energy balance in competition horses

– Novel methods for improving forage hygiene, nutritional 

profiles, and behaviour in stabled horses 

Urban 

– Smart city modelling

– International competitiveness of Chinese construction 

firms

– UAE residential valuation systems audit investigation and 

future pathways

The University is interested in receiving applications from 

suitably qualified, motivated, and self-financing students 

wishing to undertake research at either Master of Science 

by Research (MScR) or Doctoral (PhD) level. Research 

degrees are supervised by RAU staff but validated by the 

University of Gloucestershire.  
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MScR and PhD 
MScR
The full-time Master of Science by Research programme 

is a one year research project submitted as a thesis and 

examined in a viva voce. 

Full-time – minimum 12 months / maximum 24 months

Part-time – minimum 18 months / maximum 36 months*

PhD
The full-time PhD is an extensive three year research 

project, submitted as a thesis and examined in a viva voce.  

Full-time – minimum 36 months / maximum 48 months

Part-time – minimum 48 months / maximum 72 months*

*Please note: fees are charged per every 12 months. 

Due to visa restrictions, part-time study is not available to 

international students on a Tier 4 visa.

Training

Research students receive training in formulating research 

enquiries, critical reading, scientific writing, research 

methodology, statistics (e.g. Genstat, SPSS, NVivo), as well 

as lecturing skills. Researchers will contribute to internal 

seminars and present at conferences.  

Entry requirements

• The standard minimum entry requirement will be an 

Honours degree at upper second level or an equivalent 

academic qualification from a comparable international 

institution.  

• Mature candidates with significant relevant work 

experience and lower academic qualifications may also 

be considered for entry, following personal interview with 

the Director of Research, Professor Meriel Moore-Colyer.

• For students whose first language is not English, the 

University will accept the International English Language 

Test (IELTS) with a minimum score of 7.0 in all elements.

Funding

Students are expected to organise their own funding, unless 

the University specifically advertises funded projects. 

With our strong industry links, many of our MScR are 

funded by commercial companies. When these become 

available they are advertised via the RAU website. 

Some RAU scholarships are available for research degrees. 

These will be advertised via the RAU website when 

available. 

How to apply

If you have the ambition and passion to carry out research 

at higher degree level, together with the necessary finance 

to cover tuition fees, research project costs, and your own 

living expenses, please contact the Director of Research, 

Professor Meriel Moore-Colyer to discuss your proposal 

meriel.moore-colyer@rau.ac.uk 

Find  
out more 

www.rau.ac.uk/
phdres 
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Fees

Academic fees cover all tuition and examination costs, 

excluding re-sit examinations or referred coursework.

The latest tuition fees can be found on the individual course 

pages on the RAU website.

Visit www.rau.ac.uk 

Students are able to apply for a postgraduate loan with 

Student Finance England.

Visit www.gov.uk/postgraduateloan

Please note: the University reserves the right to revise fees 

before the start of each subsequent academic year. 

Financial support 

The University offers a wide range of generous scholarships, 

bursaries, and fee waivers for postgraduate students.  

Hardship Awards

The University offers Hardship Awards and Means Tested 

Support, and supports student applications for:

• Professional and Career Development Loans  

www.direct.gov.uk/pcdl

• Government Postgraduate Loans  

www.thestudentroom.co.uk/studentfinance

• Enhanced Learning for the Armed Forces Scheme  

www.enhancedlearningcredits.com

Please note: all of the scholarships and awards are 

applicable for 2017 entry. The University reserves the right 

to revise these in subsequent years. 

Fees and financial support

For more 
details 

www.rau.ac.uk/
pg-funding

For more 
details 

www.rau.ac.uk/
pg-fees

RAU alumni are 
entitled to a 

20% 
reduction  

on tuition fees
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Find out 
more  

www.rau.ac.uk/
pg-admissions

Admissions
We have an active policy of equal opportunity in the 

recruitment of students and staff and seek applicants 

from urban as well as rural backgrounds and from 

all cultures and faiths. We welcome students with 

disabilities and endeavour to make all reasonable 

adjustments to ensure equal access to higher 

education. 

Application form

Postgraduate applicants can apply online via the RAU 

website, simply click the ‘apply’ button on the relevant 

course page. This will also give you information about the 

application process. 

Successful candidates will be sent an offer for one or more 

of our courses within 10 working days of interview, or 

receipt of all necessary documentation.

Many of our full-time courses are also available on a part-

time basis. If you wish to study part-time, please make sure 

this is clearly indicated on your application form. 

References

Applicants will be required to provide details of two referees 

with their application form. 

One reference should be provided by the present (or most 

recent) college or university tutor, who is in a position to 

comment on past achievement and potential academic 

ability. Applicants who are, or have been, in employment 

should also provide a reference from their current or most 

recent employer.

References can be uploaded on the online application, or 

sent directly to the University.

Entry requirements

• The standard minimum entry requirement will be an 

Honours degree usually at upper second level.

• Mature candidates with significant relevant work 

experience and lower academic qualifications may also 

be considered for entry, following personal interview with 

the course manager.

• For students whose first language is not English, the 

University will accept International English Language Test 

(IELTS) with a minimum score of 6.5 average with no 

element below 5.5.  

• Students with other qualifications, including overseas 

awards and alternative English language qualifications, 

are advised to contact admissions to discuss the 

suitability of their award for entry onto the course.

 

Admissions
 01285 889912 
admissions@ 

rau.ac.uk
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